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better,”’ replied a Christian named Bernard, a worthy
and brave man; ‘‘ there is more honor in vanquish-
ing armed men than hunters of animals.” Diesca-
ret, who led this little band, placed himself at the
very spot where the two canoes were about to touch
the shore. When the first approached, carrying
seven men, who had no idea of the ambush, it was
received with a volley from six arquebuses, whose
shots were so skillfully fired that they laid low six
men, while the seventh escaped by swimming to the
other canoe, which came behind. The men in this
canoe picked up the fugitive, and did not lose heart.
They altered their course, so as to land on the Island
at another [70] spot, and to fight on shore; but our
Algonquins ran through the woods, to cut them off.
There were in this second boat eight warriors, fully
resolved to avenge the death of their people; but an
arquebus shot overthrew one of these warriors, and
this also upset the canoe in the water. As they
secured a footing, they regained courage, and tried
to reach land. Our Algonquins advanced to meet
them, and both sides fought bravely; but God gave
the advantage to our people. They threw down four
Iroquois in the water, and killed them at the same
time. The three others, fearing the victors, turned
to flee; but Bernard pursued the tallest of them, and
giving him a slight javelin thrust in the loins, he
called out to him: ‘‘ Surrender, Comrade, or thou
art a dead man.” The other, who was younger, was
soon caught, while the third escaped. In this man-
ner seven men killed eleven, and took two prisoners.
The Combat over, the victors went to seek the dead
bodies, scalped them, and embarked on their return
journey. The younger of the two [71] prisoners



